
CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 23 January 2019  

Present:  Councillors Mr D Thompson (in the chair), Mr J Wilson, Mr D Holt, Mr A Beal and Mr J 
Neale. 

Clerk: Mr C McGee.  

14 Parishioners and Hambleton District Cllr M Barningham.  

Apologies:  Cllr D Ventham, Hambleton District Cllrs C Les and J Noone.   

Pre-meeting Items Raised by the Public 

The following comments were made: 
 To acknowledge the recent Tree Survey and that the document produced was excellent in 

providing a base-line for the future. An annual survey was suggested to ensure the condition of 
the trees was monitored regularly.  

 To express incredulity at the results of the recent speed survey and to compare these with the 
more realistic results of surveys of the past. 

 To express concern about the condition of the road surface near the church.   
 

1. Former Councillor David Mackintosh Powrie 
Cllr Thompson referred to the recent death of former Cllr David Mackintosh Powrie and 
acknowledged his considerable voluntary contribution to the community not only as a councillor but 
also in his work around the village In terms of strimming grass, painting and making repairs.  
 
2. Police Report  
PCSO Heather Lees shared her report with councillors and others present. She highlighted the latest 
crime figures for the area and confirmed that the Police will continue to target drink and drug drivers 
through 2019 following the “encouraging” reduction in offences over the Christmas period.  
 
3. Hambleton District Council’s Dog Warden  
The Dog Warden was unavailable because of the changed date of the meeting. He will attend next 
time. Concerns were expressed about the re-emergence of dog fouling as a real problem in Crakehall 
and anyone observing the problem was urged to report the offenders. Cllr Holt has a small supply of 
signs if any are required in any location not currently covered.  
 
4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15 November 2018  
The minutes of the meeting, having previously been circulated by the clerk to all councillors were 
approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman.  
 
5. Any Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising.  
 
 
 



6. Parish Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk commented that most items in his report were covered in agenda items but he highlighted 
some that weren’t:  
 
Managing the Village Green Better – There had been some difficulty in sourcing concrete posts to 
match the existing ones around The Green but 18 were about to be ordered to replace the broken 
ones and allow some additional posts to be put in place.  
As agreed at the last meeting, Mr Bunting had been asked for further details of his request for 
kerbing and a footpath extension outside The Police House so that estimates could be sought. 
Unfortunately, Mr Bunting had been poorly and unable, as yet, to respond with the detail requested. 
However, he had repeated his concerns about the potholes (and indeed the trees near the church 
and the nuisance caused by rooks). Meanwhile, Iris and Ken Smith had expressed concern as to what 
will happen in front of their house. Their view was that the priorities should be the state of the road 
and the preservation of the village green. They’re concerned that if a pavement is made from the 
main road up past the police house it will be over the village green and will always be filled with 
parked cars. The clerk suggested that that if a plan agreed by all residents could be produced 
estimates for the cost of the work could be obtained and then considered by the council.  
Playground Phase 2 – An application had been made to Hambleton District Council’s Making a 
Difference fund for £10,000 to provide funding towards plans to replace the play equipment on The 
Green. Currently, the total cost of the project is estimated at around £25,000 with £2,231.65 
currently being held in reserve in the council’s bank account. It is anticipated that the balance 
required can be raised by seeking further grants, sponsorship and additional local fund-raising. 
Alternative, perhaps less ambitious, plans will also be considered.  
 
7. Financial Reports  
The clerk presented reports relating to:  

- Bank Account Reconciliation at 31 December 2018 
- Income / Expenditure since 1 November 2018 

He then advised that at 31 December 2018, the council had £40275.39 in the bank but projected 
expenditure to 31 March 2019, (estimated at around £1250), protected sums, (£3915.65) and the 
level of contingency agreed at the last meeting, (£15,000), need to be deducted to leave just over 
£20000 unallocated and therefore available to be spent on the council’s priorities.   
 
8. Speeding Through Crakehall  
Cllr Holt reported his frustration at the results from the recent Speed Survey which showed 
unbelievably slow speeds through Great Crakehall. The equipment had been placed near the 
crossroads inevitably therefore had produced misleading information. He advised that both he and 
the clerk had been in (increasingly heated) communication with the police about the matter but, as 
yet, without any conclusion. He was pressing for another survey in Little Crakehall but this had been 
suggested as not being possible until 2021! The clerk suggested that whilst efforts with the relevant 
authorities should continue the reality seemed to be that, even with accurate recording of 
information about vehicle speeds, the speeds fell below their thresholds for further action. The 
parish council and the community might wish therefore to concentrate on efforts they could take 
directly including purchasing Vehicle Activated Signs (as soon as they become available) and 



Community Speed Watch (although the advice on the latter has been that it could not be used on 
the A684 as police with speed guns are active in the area). The possibility of 40 mph buffer zones will 
also be pursued.  
 
9. Tree Survey  
Barnes Associates had undertaken a ground-based tree survey of The Village Green, The Batts and 
The Cemetery in order to identify the general condition of the trees and identify any risks they 
posed. The assessment identified a range of trees on, and neighbouring, the sites and all appeared 
to be in reasonable condition. The sites and trees were reported as being reasonably well 
maintained. However, five trees were recorded as offering a Moderate Risk to site users through an 
increased risk of failing.  Overall, the risks offered by most of the other trees were assessed as low 
and “within the boundaries of tolerability that might ordinarily be applied by a reasonable and 
informed landowner”. However, many management tasks were also identified.  
In response to the survey councillors agreed to get quotations to have the five risky trees attended 
to. Once this work had been completed, the council would then consider further work on trees 
categorised as “U” and “C” in the report.  
 
10. Potholes / Tarmacking  
Councillor Neale advised that he had had approached a contractor for estimates for re-tarmacking 
and kerbing (where appropriate) three areas:  
 the road up to the pub and school; 
 the road past the Old Chapel and Barras House; 
 the road adjacent to The Church.  
Once prices are obtained the council will take a view about affordability.  
 
11. Grass Cutting / Cemetery maintenance 
The Clerk and Councillors Holt and Ventham had put together a specification for grass cutting (which 
identified all the areas that required cutting and strimming) with a view to seeking quotations from  
potential contractors (including Shire Country Services). The specification and map had been 
circulated to all councillors but before invitations to tender were sent to various contractors the 
views of all councillors were sought particularly around the descriptions of the work to be done, the 
frequency of the work and the areas to be covered (including any new areas). Councillors agreed as 
follows: 
 The tender documentation was fit for purpose and should be used to obtain quotations.  
 The small greens near West Terrace should be added to the mowing schedule. 
 Prices should also be obtained for strimming the grass on the steep bankside in Little Crakehall 

adjacent to the A684 and the grassed area adjacent to the road on the Great Crakehall side of 
the bridge.  

The clerk advised that an additional council meeting may be needed in February to consider the 
tenders received and allow time to make an appointment ready for the contract to start on 1 April. 
 
Following the notice in the last newsletter, one expression of interest in the position of Cemetery 
Groundsman had been received from a parishioner with further details being requested. The 
interest had not been pursued further but an enquiry had recently been made by a young person. 
Arrangements are being made for them to view the equipment used with their parents and then, if 



they continue to be interested in the job, assistance will be given to try to obtain the necessary 
employment permits from NYCC.  
 
12. Access to 2 West Terrace, Crakehall 
Councillors discussed the letter that had been sent to the clerk by the prospective purchasers of 2 
West Terrace, Matthew Randell and Jess Mallenson, and Cllr Beal proposed that an easement be 
granted over The Green to allow vehicular access but that this be subject to conditions that would 
need to be discussed further and agreed. This was seconded by Cllr Holt and resulted in two votes 
for the proposal and two votes against. The Chairman then used his vote to determine the matter 
against the proposal largely on the grounds of setting precedents for the future.  
 
Footnote – further more detailed discussion on the matter took place at the end of the meeting at 
the request of a parishioner. Issues raised included: 
 
The issue of precedents and an argument that precedent had already been set as vehicular access 
across The Green had already been granted for other houses.  
Uncertainty over the exact limits of The Green in the West Terrace area as defined by the maps 
available.  
Uncertainty over the ownership and rights of access of the track running alongside The Green. 
The extent to which access over The Green would be required. 
The offer from Matthew and Jess to pay for a suitable surface covering for any section of The Green 
their vehicles would travel over and to maintain it in good condition.  
The support of Cllr Ventham (who was unable to attend the meeting) for the request.  
 
It was agreed that the council should return to the matter at their next meeting with a view to 
enabling Matthew and Jess to proceed with their purchase and that they should bring to the 
meeting any further information that they felt would be supportive of their case.  
 
13. Christmas Tree Lights  
Councillor Beal reported that one of the two lighting circuits failed over the Christmas period and 
advised that he had purchased two higher capacity plug and socket connectors to overcome the 
problems. He also asked if replacement bulbs could be LED which are cheaper and use 20% less 
electricity but members felt that purchasing a new set of lights would be more appropriate (and cost 
effective in the long term).  
 
14. Parish Council elections 2019   
The clerk advised that the next scheduled elections for parish councils throughout Hambleton are 
due to take place on Thursday 2 May 2019 (and will take place on the same day as District Council 
elections). All seats on parish councils will become vacant and existing councillors wishing to stand 
again will be required to complete a Nomination Paper. Nomination Packs will be available (from the 
clerk or Hambleton District Council) from 19 March to 3 April. Prospective candidates must submit 
their nomination papers to the Returning Officer at Hambleton District Council before 4 pm on 
Wednesday 4 April. If the number of nominations exceeds the number of seats available elections 
will be held. Five seats are available to represent the Crakehall Parish and one seat is available to 



represent the Langthorne Parish. If elections are necessary only registered voters from the relevant 
parish are eligible to vote. 
 
15. Matters of Urgency (as agreed by the Chairman for matters raised before the meeting) 
Planning Application – the application relating to a new access at Burtree Cottage was supported.  
Rook Nuisance near The Church – It was agreed that all councillors and others present should try, as 
a matter of urgency, to find someone who would be prepared to use a cherry picker (which the 
council would pay for) to disturb the rooks’ nests. It was noted that this action would hopefully 
reduce the nuisance but it would not eradicate it completely.  
 
16. Any Other Business (for information only) 
There was no other business.  
 
17. Date of Next Meeting  
 

Wednesday 20 March 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 
 
18. Private Items  
The council went into private session to consider a number of confidential issues.  
 
 
 
Minutes drafted by the Clerk and subject to the approval of the council at its next meeting. 
 
Signed: C J McGee     Date: January 2019 
 
Chris McGee, Clerk to the Council, Ash Brae, Langthorne, Bedale, North Yorkshire, DL81PQ 
Tel: 01677424436 
 


