
Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 May 2020 (by video conference)  

Present:  Councillors Mr D Shaw, Mr D Holt, Mr J Wilson and Mrs S Stirke.  

Clerk: Mr C McGee.  

Present: Myra Shield, County Councillor County Councillor Mr J Weighell and District Councillor Mr C Les.   

Apologies for Absence: Councillor J Neale.  
 

1.0 Chairman’s report 
Councillor Wilson, the retiring Chairman, referred to his report for the year to 19 May 2020 which had been 
circulated previously (see Appendix A).     

 
2.0 Election of Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Councillor Wilson, the retiring Chairman, vacated the position of Chair and the Clerk requested nominations 
for the ensuing year. Cllr Shaw was proposed and seconded and all were in favour. Cllr Shaw accepted the 
position and the Clerk read out the terms of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Cllr Shaw accepted the 
office on these terms as witnessed by the meeting.  

 
3.0 Election of Vice-Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Cllr Neale was proposed and seconded (in his absence) and all were in favour. The Clerk undertook to check 
with Cllr Neale whether or not he would accept the position 
 

4.0 Selection of Representatives For: 
 Yorkshire Local Councils Association – It was agreed that Councillor Beal should be asked to continue 

to represent the Council. 
 Crakehall Village Hall Management Committee – It was agreed that Councillor Neale should be asked 

to continue to act as the Council’s representative. 
 Rector and Four and Twenty of Bedale – It was agreed that Councillors Shaw and Neale, (subject to 

the latter’s agreement), should continue to represent the Council.   
 

5.0 Cemetery Report 
 Myra Shield commented that she had received positive feedback about the appearance of the cemetery 

following the grass cutting recently undertaken by Farm and Land Services. She thanked Chris and Angela 
McGee for removing rubbish from the site and asked that a laminated sign be placed in a prominent position 
urging visitors to take their unwanted items home with them. It was agreed that the rubbish bin should not 
be replaced.  

 
6.0 To consider appointing lead members for various responsibilities across the parish 

 Lead members were re-appointed for the following responsibilities:  
 
 Road Safety – Cllr Shaw 
 Grass Cutting and Trees – Cllr Holt 
 Village Maintenance – Cllr Holt (Crakehall) / Cllr Stirke (Langthorne)  
 Playgrounds – Cllr Beal (subject to his agreement)  
 Footpaths – Cllr Stirke 
 Social Media – Cllr Holt 
 
Councillor Stirke took the opportunity to ask Councillors Weighell and Les whether it was worth reporting any 
problems with rights of way at present. Both agreed that it was although it may be some time before definitive 
replies were received.  
 
 



7.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting held on 8 May 2019 
The minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 8 May 2019 were approved by the Councillors and signed 
by the Clerk on behalf of the Chairman. 

 
8.0 Any Other Business  

 There was no other business. 
 
Signed: C J McGee     Date: May 2020 
 
 

Minutes drafted by the Clerk and subject to the approval of the council  

at its next annual meeting. 

 
Chris McGee, Clerk to the Council, Mangold Garth, Langthorne, Bedale, North Yorkshire, DL81PQ 
Tel: 07803 7662288 
 



Appendix A  
CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT – May 2020 
 

We are living through some very strange times at present and, probably for the first time anyone can remember, 
the Parish Council is not required to hold an Annual Council Meeting, an Annual Parish Meeting or indeed 
produce an Annual Report. All of this, of course, is to minimise the possibility of spreading the coronavirus by not 
holding meetings and we thank the government for introducing these emergency arrangements in the interests of 
everyone’s well-being. However, we now have the possibility of meeting as a council, and taking decisions, 
remotely so we have decided to go ahead with our Annual Council meeting with members using video 
conferencing. Members of the public may also access the meeting if they so wish but not speak so we have used 
social media to invite parishioners to put forward any questions or comments. These will then be addressed by 
members at the meeting in the usual way.  

2019/20 began with an election in May. For the first time in many years, seven candidates put their names 
forward for the five seats representing the parish of Crakehall. We would like to thank John Shephard and Darren 
Ventham for their interest in becoming parish councillors even though they were unsuccessful on this occasion. 
We’d also like to thank the electorate for turning out in very good numbers to vote – it seems that the local 
democratic process is alive and well in our parishes.  

I’ll move on now with a brief summary of some of the many things the council has done over the last year to try 
to improve the lives of the communities it serves: 

 Our thanks go once again to Alan Godlee, for replacing the “glass” in the notice board on The Green.   
 The wild flower meadow was sown once again this year and brought some welcome colour into the 

village in the summer. Thanks, as ever, to Paul Kind and Councillor Neale for their work.  
 We think that Farm and Land Services did an excellent job in cutting grass throughout the village. We 

found them to be flexible and accommodating and so rolled over their contract for a second year.  
 Following permissions from Hambleton District Council, Ben Rennison and his team did a tidy job in 

attending to the trees that had been identified as requiring attention by the Tree Survey.  
 Perhaps the greatest improvement this last year, and certainly the most expensive, was the relaying of 

tarmac by Duffields on the road up to the school and pub. I think everyone would agree that it is a vast 
improvement.  

 We were pleased that, with the help and advice of Andrew Francis, we were able to commission work 
(within the law) to disturb the rooks’ nests in the trees near the church. We hope that residents in the 
area have a more peaceful time for at least a few years.   

 Many of the damaged or missing posts round The Green were replaced by Greg Clapham in September 
and were then very quickly painted white by Kay Dennis.  

 The council was very pleased when North Yorkshire County Council made it possible for parish councils to 
purchase their own Vehicle Activated Signs to try to deter speeding drivers. Speeding vehicles through 
Crakehall have long been an issue of great concern to councillors and residents and it was good, at last, 
that the council could take direct action and purchase one (rather than having to rely on working through 
the bodies that are directly responsible, the police and highways authority). The sign is deployed at two 
locations on the A684 for periods of two weeks and, in addition to acting as a visual deterrent, provides a 
wealth of data which is examined carefully and used to demonstrate on going issues to other agencies. 
The VAS will soon be deployed at a third location on the Hackforth Road thanks to a generous donation 
from Graham Sizer which will enable a post to be installed.  

 However, we wouldn’t want to give the impression that the police do not take speeding through 
Crakehall seriously. They have increased surveillance at two new locations using a highly visible van. The 
parish council has provided reinforcement mesh to protect the grass on The Green when the police’s 
vehicle if parked there.   



 And finally, it was a bit of a controversial subject for a while, but I think that everyone will now be very 
pleased with the new equipment provided by KOMPAN for the play park on The Green. We must mention 
Hambleton District Council and St Edmund’s Holiday Cottages for their very significant donations towards 
the costs but also remember the work of many local people in raising funds for this equipment (and, of 
course, the equipment on The Batts). Sadly, the equipment on The Green remains fenced off and we’ve 
had to close the other two play parks – hopefully, restrictions will soon be lifted and once again 
youngsters can enjoy all the facilities.  

I also want to say a little bit about the Parish Council’s current financial situation. It would be fair to say that the 
council had accumulated very significant reserves over many years arguably without very clear spending plans in 
mind beyond a general level of contingency. However, the council has spent a lot of money over the last three 
years on a whole range of improvements and now aims to keep only around £10,000 in its general reserves. This 
is in line with national guidelines but, in practice, it means that whilst routine expenditure and maintenance can 
be covered by the annual precept, non-routine expenditure and special projects will need to be planned and 
saved for.  

As ever, I want to finish by acknowledging the work of a few more members of our community (over and above 
the ones I have already mentioned): 

- Fellow councillors and our clerk, Chris McGee. We cannot please all the people all the time but please be 
assured that we do our best and always act in what we believe to be the best interests of our villages.  

- Tracey, Howard and Henry Gill who looked after the cemetery grounds over the last year.  
- Myra Shield who undertakes the administration associated with our cemetery (and much more besides). 
- Peter Stirke who cuts grass in Langthorne.  
There will undoubtedly be someone that I have forgotten to mention so I apologise, in advance, to them for that! 

Thank you and all good health and fortune for 2020/2021. Let’s hope that by May next year we will all be enjoying 
some sort of normality in our day to day lives.  

John Wilson (Chairman, Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council) 

 

 

 
 


