
CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 May 2019   

Present:  Mr J Wilson, Mr D Holt, Mr A Beal, Mr D Shaw, Mrs S Stirke and Mr J Neale. 

Clerk: Mr C McGee.  

8 Parishioners, County Councillor Mr J Weighell and District Councillor Mr M Barningham.  

Apologies for Absence: District Councillors Mr C Les and Mr J Noone.  
 
No pre-meeting Items were raised by the Public but all councillors introduced themselves.  

1.0 Police Report  
PCSO Paul Enborn shared his report with councillors and others present. He highlighted the latest 
crime figures for the area and spoke in more detail about the increase in fraud and when it was 
appropriate to ring 999. The item on the agenda about Speeding through Crakehall was then 
considered next so that PCSO Enborn could listen to the concerns.  
 
2.0 Speeding Through Crakehall 
Cllrs Holt and Shaw summarised the concerns and the actions taken by the council and the 
community to try to improve matters. They stressed the sense of frustration at the lack of action but 
acknowledged that this was not a matter that they expected PCSO Enborn to resolve or even 
respond to. Cllr Weighell suggested that matters needed to be taken to Inspector level and he and 
PCSO Enborn agreed to let the clerk have named contacts.  
The clerk recalled that, at the last meeting of the council, it had been agreed to contact the D&S 
about the issues and failure of the relevant authorities to take action. However, because of the rules 
around election time restricting councillors’ public involvement in raising controversial issues, this 
matter had not been pursued. It was agreed that action should now be taken. A parishioner added 
that there was also the issue of the additional noise that speeding cars caused.  
The clerk reported that, following the last meeting, he had contacted neighbouring parish councils 
and two clerks had suggested that their councils were likely to be interested in sharing the purchase 
of a Vehicle Activated Sign. The clerk will pursue this and report back to the next meeting.  
Cllr Holt had suggested that the deployment of a convex traffic mirror might improve road safety at 
the top of Malt Shovel Lane (opposite Mastil Lane) and possibly at the end of Coronation Road onto 
Hackforth Road. The Highways Authority was reported as not being a great supporter of such mirrors 
so the clerk will pursue matters with them before purchase is considered further.  
 
3.0 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27 March 2019 
The minutes of the meeting, having previously been circulated by the clerk to all councillors were 
approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman. 
 
4.0 Any Matters Arising 
No matters were raised.  
 
5.0 Parish Clerk’s Report 
The clerk highlighted some of the matters referred to in his written report: 



Playground phase 2 – Hambleton District Council has confirmed that it is not necessary for any 
planning approvals to be sought even though site is in a Conservation Area.   
Grass Cutting Contract – Feedback on the quality of the work undertaken by Farm and Land Services 
continues to be positive but two areas appear to have been missed from the specification so have 
not been cut. Cutting the area outside the Police House had already been agreed informally by 
councillors but formal approval was now given to this area, the large area of grass in the cemetery 
and a small area near the bridge on the A684. Councillors also accepted the cricket club’s request 
that the outfield should not be cut by the contractors during the season.  
Tree Work –Approval from Hambleton District Council to proceed with the proposed work has now 
been granted and Ben Rennison has been asked to undertake the work asap.  
Repair to benches on The Green – Len Flintoft has agreed to make the repairs asap. All the benches 
require some more general maintenance / painting.  
Marquee Rental – Councillors confirmed hire charges should be £20 / day for the first day of hire 
and £10 / day for every day thereafter. They also agreed the Terms and Conditions of Hire available 
at: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gb7iy8Pc1bjmV25TOS0q16sAtBUmBnzF/view?usp=sharing  
Great British Spring Clean – Many thanks to Gillian Wilson and Liz Ramsey who collected 7 bags of 
rubbish from the side of the A684 towards Patrick Brompton.  
Broken Perspex – New Perspex for the Noticeboard on The Green has been purchased and will be 
fitted as soon as possible. 
 
6.0 Financial matters / audit 
5.1 Final accounts for 2017/18 and Bank Reconciliation Statement 31 March 2018 
The clerk reported that the closing balance at the end of £2017/18 was £39668.90. However, this 
included a number of committed / reserved sums totaling £4115.65, £15,000.00 as the previously 
agreed level of contingency and, as per the decision taken at the last meeting and around 
£20,000.00 for tarmacking roads around The Green. The adjusted uncommitted carry forward was 
therefore £553.25. 
 
5.2 Annual Return documents for approval 
The Annual Governance and Accounting Statements for 2018/19 which form part of the External 
Audit requirement were given formal approval and signed by the Chairman. The clerk confirmed that 
the papers would include the report of the Internal Auditor which gave the council’s accounts his 
approval.  
 
5.3 Income / Expenditure from 1 April 2019 to 22 April 2019 
The report prepared using the new Scribe Accounts Package was noted. The clerk confirmed that 
although the new package was proving to be quite easy to use he was keeping a duplicate set of 
accounts for a number of months using the historic spreadsheets in case of any errors. 
 
5.4 Budget monitoring 
This report had also been prepared using the Scribe Accounts Package and reflected the decisions 
taken in November 2018 about the council’s base budget for 2019/20 as amended by subsequent 
decisions taken by the council. The position was noted.  
 



 
5.5 Payment for election 
The clerk noted that Hambleton District Council charges Parish Councils for the costs of elections, 
even uncontested ones. The Langthorne Parish was uncontested and requires a fee of £100 to be 
paid. The Crakehall Parish was contested – Hambleton will advise on the fee before the end of May. 
There are three options for payment – the four instalments over four years option was agreed. 
 
7.0 Potholes / Tarmacking 
Cllr Neale indicated that he had secured a small reduction in the price offered by Duffields – the 
work previously agreed will now cost £19000 + VAT. The work has been scheduled for the school 
holidays in July.  
 
8.0 Review of the Parish Plan 
Councillors reviewed the current Parish Plan and confirmed that the issues contained within it 
remained current. Some minor amendments may need to be made in light of the allocation of Lead 
Councillor responsibilities made at the AGM.  
 
9.0 Maintenance Plan 
Councillors confirmed that they would like to develop a Maintenance Plan with clear actions, 
timescales, priorities and costings. All councillors and members of the community were invited to 
provide items for inclusion in the plan so that the clerk can produce a document for consideration at 
the next meeting.  
 
10.0 School Colour Run 
The Friends of Crakehall School had asked to use the Village Green for their annual fund-raising fun 
run on 17 May 2019. This year it would be a “colour run” whereby the children are covered in 
colourful but washable paint as they run. Cllr Holt did not support the request but others were in 
favour on the condition that there should be a clean-up immediately after the event.  
 
11.0 Matters of Urgency (as agreed by the Chairman for matters raised before the meeting) 
 
Rook Nuisance near the church – The clerk reported further correspondence from Andrew Francis 
suggesting that the nests could be disturbed after the fledglings have left the nest and before any 
eggs are laid so that no live birds would be killed or injured. The council considered the suggestion 
but decided that it had investigated the matter thoroughly and had tried, without success, to 
commission work to improve matters. It decided therefore to pass the matter back to the residents 
most affected and advise them that, if they come up with a plan that can be clearly demonstrated to 
be within the law and find someone prepared to do the work, then the council will consider paying 
for it.  
 
Debris in the beck – Concerns were expressed about Mr Bell feeling that he needed to undertake 
this work. Cllrs Neale and Holt will arrange a definite date and time for the work to be completed 
with Darren Ventham (who had previously offered assistance).  
 



Bin Shelter outside the School House – It was understood that the Head and representatives from 
the church (which owns the building and land) were in discussion to resolve matters but the clerk 
agreed to contact the Head to see what the current situation was.  
 
Malcolm Dennis – Cllr Holt noted that Malcolm had been unwell recently. In light of the voluntary 
work Malcolm has done in the village, it was agreed to send a Get Well Soon card from the council.  
 
Former Cllr David Thompson – It was agreed to send a letter to David Thompson thanking him for 
his long service on the council.  
 
12.0 Any Other Business (for information only) 
The clerk noted that the defibrillator was now installed in the former telephone kiosk in Langthorne 
and that some familiarisation training had been arranged for 7.00 pm in Craklehall Village Hall on 22 
May 2019. Everyone was welcome not just folk from Langthorne!  
 
13.0 To consider the exclusion of the public and press for item 14 because of the special or 

confidential nature of the business to be transacted under those items.  
This was agreed.  
 
14.0 To approve the annual payment for 2019 of honoraria for Cemetery Administration and 

Langthorne Green Grass Cutting  
Suzanne Stirke declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussions. After some 
discussion between other councillors, it was agreed that honoraria at the same level as 2018 would 
be paid to Myra Shield and Peter Stirke as a token of thanks for their work in relation to cemetery 
administration and cutting grass on Langthorne Green respectively.  
 
15.0 Date of Next Meeting 
 

Wednesday 17 July 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 
 
Signed: C J McGee     Date: May 2019 
 
Minutes drafted by the Clerk and subject to the approval of the council at its next meeting. 
 
Chris McGee, Clerk to the Council, Ash Brae, Langthorne, Bedale, North Yorkshire, DL81PQ 
Tel: 01677424436 
 


